The Globalization of Jacksonville: People, Perspectives and Perogies
For the months of January, February and March 2009, this forum examined what the Forward generation thinks is
needed now for Jacksonville to take the world stage. Local citizens from around the globe will share their stories,
experiences and lives.

KEY FINDINGS
e There is a lack of awareness as to the rich fabric of multicultural residents who live, work and play in Duval County,
even though currently there are children from over 130 different countries of origin in our public school system.

e New citizens do not have a predetermined negative impression of Jacksonville and can be the community’s strong
cheerleaders and ambassadors but they need to be invited to participate.

e Although knit neighborhoods, such as Chinatown or Little Italy, don’t exist in our community there are pockets of
cultures growing in different neighborhoods as citizens build their own support systems and develop cultural-based
amenities.

e There is no guide for newcomers for How to Live and Succeed in Jacksonville and the information that is available is
English-language only.

e There is no central meeting place or cultural center to share and showcase our local international citizens and their
culture, art or contributions.

Action plan:
The committee used the Issue Forum meeting summaries and supplemental material as a basis for answering the
guestion “What can we do?” and determine the following plan:

e Take advantage of opportunities, such as DVI’s monthly ArtWalk, and showcase our community’s multicultural
citizens beyond the annual World of Nations Celebrations. Outreach to business, cultural support groups,

speakers, and performers to participate in local events all year long.

e Individually explore and encourage others to learn about different countries and their offerings without ever
leaving the city.

e Identify locations, events, businesses and develop a guide highlighting the city’s global locations and
opportunities.

Community Speakers

Master Chief Aguila (Philippines) Marisa Gonzalez, Englewood High Christine Rothberg, Lutheran Social
Karim Belhaj (France) School Services
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John Fitzgerald, Catholic Charities John Reyes, Visit Jacksonville
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Thanks to Visit Jacksonville for supporting this Forum!



