
Political Leadership and Citizen Participation (2002) 
 

Pathways to Power: Moving Younger Adults into Political Leadership Roles 
 

This forum explored the various leadership opportunities by which younger adults 
can develop and enrich Jacksonville's political landscape. It discussed the 
ramifications of various political leadership roles, including power, influence, and 
progress. 
 
Key findings:  
• Be prepared.  Partner your passion with knowledge of your issue. 
• Learn to friendraise and fundraise. 
• Get involved in a campaign by volunteering. 
• Don’t bite off more than you can chew.  Only commit to what you can fulfill. 
 
Action plan:  
The committee will use the Issue Forum meeting summaries as a basis for a resource 
guide/report to assist individuals interested in learning the ‘Pathways to Power’.  The many 
valuable tips and ‘how to’ information that the committee learned will be accessible to anyone 
who has a desire to enter political life, either as a candidate or a volunteer. 
 
Once this information is reorganized, it will be available on the JCCI Forward webpage.  A hard 
copy will be mailed to all resource speakers and a news release to raise awareness of the 
guide/report will be written and sent to all major media contacts.  A recommendation for 
Forward to co-host a future mayoral debate was also brought before the JCCI Forward 
Executive Committee. 
 

Community Leaders and Resource Experts 
Mayor John Delaney; City of Jacksonville 
Michael Tolbert; CSX 
Ron Littlepage; Florida Times-Union 
Paul Harden; Attorney 
Martha Barrett; Duval County School Board & 
Bank of America 
Michael Munz; The Dalton Group 
Paula Weatherby; Paula Weatherby Consulting 
Clyde Collins; Duval County Democratic Party 
Tom Slade; Duval County Republican Party 

Bill Brinton; Rogers, Towers, Bailey, Jones and 
Gay, P.A. 
Rodney Hurst; Civil Rights Leader 
Celia Miller; Good Neighbor MANIA  
Michael Hightower; BlueCross BlueShield of Florida 
Bucky Clarkson; The Clarkson Company 
Teala Milton; JEA 
Reggie Fullwood; Jacksonville City Councilman 
Suzanne Jenkins; Jacksonville City Councilwoman 
Matt Carlucci; Jacksonville City Council President 
Art Graham; Jacksonville Beach City Councilman

 
Issue Forum Participants 

 
Earl Johnson Jr., Chair 
Jim Varian; Co-chair 
Michael Barile 
Lori Bilello 
Ed Birk 
OK Sun Burks 
Michael Connolly 
Dan Davis 
Ramon Day 
Michael DelRocco 
Don Dempsey 
Ray Egbert, III 
Kay Ehas 
Dwight Faircloth 
Lisa Felts 

Fionnuala Geoghegan 
David Goldstein 
Arthur Graham 
Deno Hicks 
Michelle Hodgkin 
Amy Hays Holliman 
Vincent Jackson 
Rudy Jamison 
Rahman Johnson 
Douglas Klippel 
Mark MacLean 
Carla Marlier 
Daniel Merkan 
Joe Montano 
Karl Pelletier 

Patricia Ponder 
Melissa Salek 
Jon Singleton 
Jennifer Sugar 
Justin Terry 
Jarrod Turner 
Mitch Velasco 
San White 
Judy Youngblood 
Tania Yount 


