
Enriching the Community (2002) 
 

Developing Downtown as an Entertainment and Cultural Center 
 
This forum explored how our community can utilize Jacksonville's Super Bowl as an 
opportunity to establish a permanent downtown entertainment district. The forum analyzed 
the current strategy for Jacksonville and sought other opportunities for solidifying 
Downtown as an entertainment and cultural hot spot. 
 
Key findings:  
 
• There is no advocacy group working to change negative perceptions (parking, safety and 

activities available) of Downtown.   
• There is a lack of political support concerning the many needed changes to the current 

Downtown liquor and zoning codes. 
• There is a lack of communication between the active downtown groups and the 

surrounding communities. 
 
Action plan:  
 
The plan is to form a Downtown advocacy group that addresses the identified  gaps and 
needs of a vital downtown and promotes the creation of a Downtown cultural/entertainment 
district.   
 
The advocacy group has been formed and has adopted the name ‘Downtown Now’.  
Downtown Now’s draft mission is to nurture the creation of a downtown 
cultural/entertainment district through advocacy, education and political action. 

 
Through careful planning the group will establish short and long-term goals that will 
be shared with the current active downtown groups and the new incoming residents. 
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